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Don’t Cry for Me

Don't cry for me.
I will be okay.
Heaven is my home now,
and this is where I'll stay.

Don't cry for me.
I'm where I belong.
I want you to be happy
and try to stay strong.

Don't cry for me.
It was just my time,
but I will see you someday
on the other side.

Don't cry for me.
I am not alone.
The angels are with me
to welcome me home.

Don't cry for me,
for I have no fear.
All my pain is gone,
and Jesus took my tears.

Don't cry for me.
This is not the end.
I'll be waiting here for you
when we meet again.
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Mr. Albert Pierce Griffin, affectionately known as Big Al, was born on June 3, 1936 in Columbia, South Carolina.  He was the oldest child of the late Pierce Griffin and Louise McCoy. Surrounded by family, he departed this earthly life on Tuesday, August 31, 2021. 

Mr. Griffin was educated in the public schools of Richland County, South Carolina, and graduated from Booker T. Washington High School, Class of 1955. He was a proud member of the United States Air Force, where he served faithfully until his retirement after 21 years. His military career allowed him to serve in countries around the world, including Vietnam, the Philippines, Germany, and Spain. After his retirement, he furthered his education and received an Associate’s Degree from Columbia Junior College. After his retirement from the United States Air Force, he worked for Tamper, Inc. where he also retired after 20 years. 

Big Al, attended Greenview First Baptist Church, until his health began to decline. He will always be remembered for his big personality, take charge attitude, his dedicated work ethic, big heart, and his love to celebrate life. In addition to working in his yard, Big Al loved to organize and work vigorously for his beloved Booker T. Washington Foundation and spending time with his family. He was undeniably a good husband, father, and grandfather.  

He was preceded in death by: his parents, Pierce Griffin and Louise McCoy and brother, Robert Lee Griffin.

Mr. Griffin leaves to cherish his precious memory: his wife of 63 years, Sarah Watson Griffin (Babe); his children, Syrone Wrighten, June Lockhart, Audrey (Reginald) Nesbit, and Sophia Suber; goddaughter, Janice Roberts, all of Columbia, SC; his grandchildren, Kevin Wrighten, Joshua Lockhart, Ashton Suber, Curtis Suber, II, Sarah Margaret Nesbit, Karrington Roberts, and Reginald Nesbit II; great-grandchildren, Peyton Suber and Karson Roberts; his brother, Willie (Margie) Gunter, of Columbia, SC; sister-in-law, Wilhelmina Griffin; and a host of nieces, nephews, and many other loving relatives, and caring friends, all of whom will miss him dearly.

Acknowledgement

We, the family of the late Albert Pierce Griffin, would like to thank each one of you for every act of kindness rendered to our family, during our time of bereavement.  A special thanks to the entire staff at Heart of Hospice of the Midlands and Rest Assured, LLC for their outstanding care of Big Al during his illness. A very special thank you goes to his angels, Monique, Susan, Debra, Cody, Shante, and Kia.  He loved each one of you! May God continue to bless you all.

The Booker T. Washington High School has served as a prototype for other historic black schools across the state. For most historically Black SC high schools, their legacies were often lost to the confusion of desegregation. The preservation of the Booker T. Washington High School legacy continues to persevere and for 8 years under the leadership of President Albert Griffin (2004 - 2012), the Booker T. Washington Foundation thrived. In lieu of flowers, donations can be made to the Booker T. Washington Foundation, P.O. Box 1641 (Foundation) Columbia, SC 29202. A link is also provided to make a secure donation “In memory of Albert Griffin, former BTWF President Class of 1955” for your convenience.

Link to donate: 
https://www.givelify.com/donate/booker-t-washington-high-school-foundation-sc-columbia-sc-2j7wy5MTUwMTQz/donation/amount
A Service of Remembrance

I will lift up mine eyes unto the hills, from whence cometh my help. 

My help cometh from the Lord, which made heaven and earth.

                                                                                       Psalm 121:1-2
  Call to Worship

  Scripture Readings…………………………………………...……….Reverend Michael Addison

Associate Pastor, Greenview First Baptist Church

Old Testament – Psalm 23

New Testament – John 14:1-6

Prayer………………………………………………………...…...….Reverend Michael Addison 

Solo………………………….…“It Is Well with My Soul”………………..….Mr. Donnie Mack
  Remarks……………………………………………...Ms. Ida Jackson, Booker T. Washington, Class of 1955
Deacon Thomas Addison (Friend), Greenview First Baptist Church

Mr. Kevin P. Wrighten, Grandson 

  Solo…………..………… “God Has Smiled On Me”…………..…Reverend Flavian D. Coleman
Pastor Antioch Baptist Church, Ridgeway, SC

Words of Comfort……………………………………………………Reverend Johnny C. Owens

Senior Pastor, Greenview First Baptist Church 

Recessional
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Postlude

Interment

Fort Jackson National Cemetery

4170 Percival Road

Columbia, South Carolina 
