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When Tomorrow Starts Without Me 
-Helen Steiner Rice- 

When tomorrow starts without me, and I’m not here to see, 

If the sun should rise and find your eyes, filled with tears for me. 

I wish so much you wouldn’t cry the way you did today, 

while thinking of the many things we didn’t get to say. 

I know how much you love me, as much as I love you, 

and each time you think of me, I know you’ll miss me too. 

When tomorrow starts without me, please try to understand 

That an angel came and called my name and took me by the hand 

The angel said my place was ready in heaven far above 

And that I’d have to leave behind all those I dearly love. 

But when I walked through Heaven’s gate, I felt so much at home 

When God looked down and smiled at me  

from His great golden throne. 

He said, “This is eternity and all I’ve promised you.” 

Today my life on earth is past, but here it starts anew 

I promise no tomorrow but today will always last 

And since each day’s the same day, there’s no longing for the past. 

So when tomorrow starts without me, don’t think we’re far apart, 

For every time, you think of me, I’m right there in your heart. 
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Obituary 
 
Mr. Jason Orlando Riley was born on July 8, 1976, in Columbia, 

South Carolina.  He was the son of Diane Riley Nelson and Billy 

P. Miller.  He departed this life on Tuesday, November 9, 2022.   

 

Jason was educated in the public schools of Richland County, 

South Carolina, and graduated from C. A. Johnson High School, 

Class of 1994.  While there, Jason excelled in football and 

baseball.  He began his baseball career as a youth at Hyatt Park, 

where he was an All-Star Catcher.  After high school, Jason 

attended S. C. State College, and later transferred to Benedict 

College.  At Benedict, he was an honor student, he played baseball, 

and the team won two championships, where his position was a 

catcher. 

 

Jason loved people and never met a stranger.  He was preceded in 

death by his maternal grandparents, Arthur and Lila Guess and his 

paternal grandparents, Albert and Lula Mae McCaskill Miller. 

 

Mr. Jason Orlando Riley leaves to mourn his passing: his mother, 

Mrs. Diane Riley Nelson; his father, Mr. Billy P. Miller, both of 

Columbia, SC; daughters, Jayla and Niyjasen Riley, and 

Antwanique Green, all of Columbia, SC; grandchildren, Tevin N. 

Brosia, Jr., Treveon Riley, Ni’Diya and Layla Rucker; brothers, 

Billy N. Miller, of Corpus Christi, TX and Yahshua Nelson, of 

Columbia, SC; sisters, Laura Guess, Precious Bowman Page 

(Jeremiah), Olishea Hughey, Dominick, Lauren, and Tiawanna 

Guess, and Christian Stewart, all of Columbia, SC; uncles, Frank 

Miller, William A. Guess, Reverend Thurmond Guess, and Alfred 

(Tina) Guess, all of Columbia, SC; aunts, Linda Miller, Diane 

Miller (Leroy) Brown, and Lisa Guess, all of Columbia, SC; a host 

of cousins, nieces, nephews, many other loving relatives, and 

caring friends, all of whom will miss him dearly. 
 

 

 

 
 

Order of Service 
 

 

Prelude 

Processional 

Viewing …………………………………….. Funeral Directors 

Opening Hymn………...…..“What A Friend We Have In Jesus” 

Scripture Readings 

           Old Testament – Psalm 27: 1-5….. Deacon Frank Miller 

 New Testament – John 14: 1-4…. Reverend Thurmond Guess 

Prayer……………………….…….. Reverend Dr. Chester Gray 

Selection………………………………………...Ladies In Faith 

Remarks………………………..…. Reverend Thurmond Guess 

Poem……………………...……..……...Ms. Molly Washington 

Selection………….…. Ms. Patty Ricketts and Collective Praise 

Words of Comfort………………… Reverend Dr. Chester Gray 

Recessional……………………………………. “I’ll Fly Away” 

Postlude 

 

 
 
 
 

 

Committal, Benediction and Interment 

Lincoln Cemetery 
4900 Farrow Road 

Columbia, South Carolina 

 


