Mr. John Louis Cornelius transitioned from this life on Tuesday,
February 14, 2023, at Prisma Health Richland Hospital, in Columbia, SC.
He was preceded in death by: his parents Jack Cornelius, Sr. and
Cherrose Cornelius Lyles; one son, Randell Cornelius; one daughter,
Geneva Scott; four brothers, lzell Murphy, Jack Cornelius, Jr., Joseph
Cornelius, and Theodore Cornelius; and one sister, Virginia C. Carter.

John was born in Killian (Richland County), SC. He received his formal
education from Bethel High School, in Blythewood, SC. John
demonstrated a natural talent for mechanical repair that led him to a
career as a master auto technician. John honed his craft, developed his
entrepreneurial skills, and became the successful owner and operator of
his automative repair shop, Cornelius Auto Repair.

He accepted Christ at an early age. He always praised the Lord
throughout his lengthy illness.

John loved to sing, play his bass guitar, keyboard, and harmonica. He had
a lifelong passion for fishing. John leaves those who knew him with
many warm memories of fun-filled fishing trips, and wonderful meals
made with the fish he caught. His wonderful warm laugh over a
checkerboard will be greatly missed by those who were fortunate enough
to have played against him.

John enjoyed gardening and took painstaking care of his yard. He was
proud of the beautiful climbing roses, spicy peppers, enormous
succulents, and other florals that flourished under his care. He was also
incredibly generous with the fruit of his labor. He loved helping others,
rooted for the underdog, and advocated for those that were vulnerable or
disadvantaged.

Mr. John Cornelius leaves to mourn his passing: his supportive
significant other of nearly forty years, Donna Corbett; his devoted sons,
Senior Airman Jonathan Corbett (USAF) and Phillip Corbett, of
Columbia, SC; his loving daughters, Mandy (Linden) Corbett, of
Columbia, SC and Jasmine Corbett, of Columbia, SC; three dedicated
sisters, Evelyn Law, of Fort Lauderdale, FL, Jean Terry, of Blythewood,
SC, and Deborah (Larry) Wilson, of Columbia, SC. He will also be
deeply missed by his grandchildren, a host of nieces, nephews, other
loving relatives, and caring friends.
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Gone Frihing

D’ve finished life’s chores assigned to me,
So, put me on a boat headed out to sea.
Please send along my fishing pole
For I’ve been invited to the fishin’ hole.
Where every day is a day to fish,

To fill your heart with every wish.
Don’t worry, or feel sad for me.

DI’m fishin’ with the Master of the Sea.
We will miss each other for a while,
But you will come and bring your smile.
That won’t be long you will see,

Till we’re together you and me
To all of those that think of me,

Be happy as | go out to sea.

If others wonder why I’m missin’
Just tell ‘em I’ve gone fishin.’
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We, the family of Mr. John Louis Cornelius, would like to
thank each of you for the love, prayers, and support shown to
us, during the passing of our loved one. We pray a special
blessing upon each of you. A special thank you to the
doctors, nurses, technicians, and other staff at Prisma Health
Richland Hospital.
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