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Mr. Willie James Grate, Jr. was born in Orangeburg, South
Carolina, on February 19, 1962. He was the only son of Mrs.
Anna Jane Grate and the late Willie James Grate, Sr. He
departed this life on Saturday, December 23, 2023.

Mr. Grate was educated in public schools of Long Island, New
York, graduating from Freeport High School, Class of 1980. He
matriculated at the State University of New York at Brockport
College, earning a Bachelor of Science degree in Economics. He
later obtain a Master of Business Administration from Embry-
Riddle Aeronautical University.

Willie enlisted in the United States Army in 1986. In 1988, he
graduated from the United States Army Officer Candidate
School at Fort Benning, GA, receiving a commission in the
Quartermaster Corps. His military decorations include the
Bronze Star Medal, the Army Commendation Medal (1-OLC),
the Army Achievement Medal, a Meritorious Unit Citation, the
Army Good Conduct Medal, the National Defense Service
Medal, the Southwest Asia Service Media (3-Bronze Campaign
Stars), the Kuwait Liberation Medal, the Parachutist, and Air
Assault Badges.

He was an active Spring Valley Rotary Club member. He was a
member of Little Zion Baptist Church and served on the Men's
Ministry and Male Chorus, Mr. Grate enjoyed tailgating with
family, working in the yard, and playing with his grandchildren
in his spare time.

Major (Ret.) Willie James Grate, Jr. leaves to mourn his passing:
his wife of thirty four years, Felicia A. Grate, of Columbia, SC;
two sons, Steven A. Johnson, Jr., of Nashville, TN and
Dominique Grate, of Tyler, TX; a daughter, Shakayla J. Grate,
of Charlotte, NC; his mother, Anna J. Grate, of Hemingway, SC;
three sisters, Dorcella Grate, of Ruther Glen, VA, Phyllis Grate,
of Florence, SC, and Kisa Grate, of Columbia, SC; three
grandchildren, Steven A. Johnson, I1l., Madeline Barfield, and
Myles Johnson; and a host of aunts, uncles, nieces, nephews,
cousins, and friends, all of whom will miss him dearly.

Prelude
Processional
VIBWING. ..t Funeral Directors

Opening Selection........... Little Zion Baptist Church Ministry of Music
“Oh, 1 Want to See Him”

Old Testament-Psalm 23 ................ Reverend Dr. Caesar R. Richburg
New Testament-John 14: 1-12................... Reverend Kisler Williams
PrAYEI . Elder Alvah Lawson
Musical Selection...

....... Little Zion Baptist Church Ministry of Music

Remarks...........ooooiiiiiiiiin Church — Deacon Larry Francis

Community — Mr. BJ Blackmon
Musical Selection.................oooeviiiiiiiiin Ms. Wanda Blackmon
Remarks..........cooooiiiiiiiiin Cousins — Mr. Anthony Graham

Siblings — Ms. Dorcella Grate
Children — Reverend Dominque Isaac Grate

Musical Selection .......... Little Zion Baptist Church Ministry of Music
Words of Comfort ..............cooiiiiiiiiiiiin, Reverend Eddie Davis
Recessional.................. Little Zion Baptist Church Ministry of Music
Postlude

Friday, December 29, 2023 at 1:00 p.m.

Florence National Cemetery
1001 Stockade Drive
Florence, South Carolina



