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Obituary  
  

On October 20, 1942, Winter Haven, Florida, welcomed a shining 

light into the world, Miss Lala Varetta Collins. Her earthly journey, marked 

by unwavering faith, boundless love, and dedicated service, reached a 

peaceful conclusion on March 12, 2024. As the beloved youngest daughter of 

the late Henry and Allie Collins, her life was a radiant example of Christian 

faith, love, and unwavering dedication to service, leaving a legacy that will 

forever imprint on the hearts she touched. 

 

Miss Lala excelled in Polk County's public schools and graduated 

from Jewett High School. She was committed to excellence and lifelong 

learning and pursued higher education, attending Lakeland Business College, 

Polk County Community College, and Maryland State College. 

 

Her professional path was distinguished by her roles across various 

industries in Florida, where she left an unforgettable mark. Miss Lala 

dedicated twelve years to Manpower/Kelly Temporary Services, 

Montgomery Ward, and Lil's Childcare, demonstrating unparalleled 

dedication, service, and excellence. Furthermore, her career in retail services 

was marked by over nineteen fruitful years with Sears Roebuck and Co., 

where she was not just an employee but a beloved figure. Her exceptional 

talents and passion for fashion earned her rave reviews, requests by name, 

and invitations to many events. Her knack for creating beauty, matched with 

her quick wit and generous heart, left a lasting impression on all who knew 

her. 

Her faith journey began early, with baptism marking the start of a 

lifelong devotion. For most of her adult life, Miss Lala was a steadfast pillar 

of the Hurst Chapel AME Church in Winter Haven, Florida. She later 

continued her spiritual service and leadership at Agape Worship Center 

International in Columbia, South Carolina, where she embraced the role of 

Church Mother.  
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Obituary 

Through her involvement in the hospitality team, the Life-Giver's 

ministry, and her beautiful floral arrangements, Miss Lala embodied the spirit 

of giving, stewardship, and beauty, reflecting the love of God in every 

endeavor.  

Her family was at the heart of Miss Lala's world—her ultimate pride 

and joy. She was the one family member you would get a phone call to check 

on you and share the goodness of the Lord. She stood as the family's 

historian, eagerly tracing the family lineage and celebrating every milestone. 

Her generosity knew no bounds, sharing wisdom, laughter, and many 

resources, from food to home decor, enriching the lives of those around her. 

Her home reflected her essence—each room was a vibrant showcase of 

elegance and inspiration.  

Her impeccable sense of style, complemented by an innate grace and 

the careful selection of accessories, mirrored the beauty of her spirit. Miss 

Lala left an indelible mark on all fortunate enough to know her through her 

presence and her many contributions to her community. 

Miss Lala was preceded in death by her parents, Henry and Allie 

Collins; brothers Robert L. and David A. Collins; sisters, Ollie V. Wright, 

Ora L. Tugerson, Eva Mae Hunter, and son, Kelvin Powell.  

Miss Lala leaves to mourn her passing her sister Geneva Smarte, of 

Winter Haven, Florida; a son Bishop (Dr.) Vincent D.L. Collins (Christle) of 

Columbia, South Carolina; four grandchildren, Christy M. Collins (Darrell), 

Kelvin M. Powell, Jr., Kristopher S. Matthews, and D’Shawn L. Powell; two 

great-grandchildren, Asa and Ryan; a host of nieces; nephews; great-nieces; 

great-nephews; many other loving relatives; and caring friends (Darrin and 

Delena Stoner), all who will miss her dearly. They will carry forward her 

memory with love and fondness, forever cherishing her impact on their lives. 

Leaving behind a legacy of faith, love, and unwavering dedication, Miss Lala's 

life stands as a testament to the transformative power of servanthood and the 

enduring strength of a life lived in Christ's love. Her memory lives on in the 

hearts of those privileged to know her, a guiding light to continue her legacy 

of compassion, grace, and love.  


