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Mrs. Estelle Simmons Lassiter passed away on Friday, May 31, 2024,
at the age of 95, in Columbia, SC. Estelle was the oldest of fourteen
children born to Ernest and Georgia Simmons on July 27, 1928, in
Leesville, SC. After being born, Estelle’s parents relocated to
Columbia, SC. She was a devoted wife, mother, grandmother, and
great-grandmother. Estelle was a caring and charismatic individual
who took great pride in her family and in helping others.

Estelle graduated from Booker T. Washington High School in 1947
and received her bachelor’s degree from Allen University. She then
went on to obtain her master’s in Fatly Childhood Development
from South Carolina State College. While at Allen, she met the love
of her life the late William Pulaski Lassiter, they were happily married
for 53 years and blessed with three beautiful children.

Estelle had a successful career in the public school system as a
teacher. She ventured into various entrepreneurial pursuits alongside
her late husband, including operating a daycare facility, package
store, thrift store, and working as a real estate agent.

She worshipped at Jones Memorial AME Church, and later attended
Reid Chapel AME Church. Estelle had a passion for gardening and
spent much of her time tending to her yard and greenhouses, where
she cultivated beautiful flowers and plants. She also enjoyed traveling
with her late husband and spending time with her family.

Estelle leaves to treasure her memory: children, Felecia Brown of
Columbia, SC, Cassandra (Chatles) Hickman, and Vernon (Sheryl)
Lassiter; three grandchildren, Chavonte Davis of Columbia, SC,
William (Jasmine) Davis III of Columbia, SC, and Jonathan
(Mautreen) Lassiter of Jacksonville, FL; great-grandchildren, Hayvin
Davis and Khary Eva Davis both of Columbia, SC; her sisters,
Catherine Spigner of Columbia, SC, Clara Simmons of New Jersey,
and Tiny Mae Simmons of Detroit, MI; brother, Bennie Lee
(Josephine) Simmons of Columbia SC; a host of nieces, nephews,
relatives, and friends.

Estelle was preceded in death by her husband, William Lassiter. She
will be dearly missed by all who knew her.
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