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Barbara Jean began her career with Blue Ribbon Taxi 46 years ago as an
aspiring entrepreneur. She started her career as a Taxi driver because she
enjoyed meeting people and after twenty years, was named the first female
president of the company. Barbara Jean served in this role for nearly twenty-five
years. When she became president in a male-dominated idustry, the company
went through a transformation. She had oversight of one hundred twenty-five

(125) independent taxi contractors who contributed to the economic well-being

of the community and region. At that time, the Taxi cab industry did not have
women at the top of the helm so she had to come in and earn respect as a
woman. She modernized the company operations and mtroduced technological
upgrades, like computerization, to streamline operations. She motivated and
mentored others, elevated the companie’s standards and inspired taxi associates
to excel. With her tenacity and focus, she overcame challenges to become a
highly regarded businesswoman. Barbara Jean emphasized continuous
professional development for independent contractors and championed the
importance of customer service as a cornerstone of success. She would often
revert back to her mantra that, “customer service 1s key in any business.” She
felt that it was a privilege to be a part of the community that she grew up in and
served for so many years. She built strong relationships with community leaders
and shareholders, and dedicated more than four decades to the community and
business. In 2018, during the 90th Anmiversary of Blue Ribbon Taxi, she was
recognized with the key to the city and a day commemorating Blue Ribbon
Taxi. Barbara maintained unwavering commitment to the organization and its
mission. She left a lasting legacy on the taxi industry and her community. Her
impact and legacy will live on forever.
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For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, saith the Lord, thoughts of
peace, and not of evil, to give you an expected end.
Jeremiah 29:11
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Obituary
of
Mrs. Barbara Jean Perry Beaty Dotson

Mrs. Barbara Jean Perry Beaty Dotson was born on October 26,
1949, n Columbia, South Carolina. She was the daughter of the late
Jesse J. Perry, Sr. and Mary Lou Mobley Perry. She departed this life
on Thursday, January 2, 2025.

Barbara was educated in the public schools of Richland County,
South Carolina. After graduating, Barbara attended and graduated
from Midlands Technical College with her associate’s degree in
business. Barbara was employed with State Park Health Center for
five years. She was also a real estate agent for Chuck Ruff Realty for
many years. Barabara became an owner m Blue Ribbon Taxi Cab
Company 1n the late 70s, becoming president in 2000. She operated

m this role until becoming ill in 2024.

In addition to her parents, Barabra was preceded in death by her
husband, Johnny Dotson; son, Terrance Beaty; brothers, Jesse,
Alexander, Johnnie, and Willie Perry. She was also preceded in death
by her former husband, Reginald Beaty.

Mrs. Barbara Jean Perry Beaty Dotson leaves to mourn her passing:
her son, Johnny P. Dotson, Jr.; two sisters, Cynthia (Anthony)
Dickerson and Eddie B. Peeler, both of Columbia, South Carolna;
sisters-in-law, Anna, Sharon, and Phyllis Perry, all of Columbia, South
Carolina; Sarah Dotson and Eunice Allen, who were loved as
daughters; nieces, Patrena Jones, Mary Perry, and Erica Boyd. She 1s
also survived by mn-laws, Darcelle, Douglas, and Anthony Beaty, all of
New York; and godchildren, Porchia, Symaria, Tyree, and Mersades
Alexander; a host of nephews, great-nephews, great-nieces, other

loving relatives, and caring friends, all of whom will miss her dearly.
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