A Silent Tear
By:
Gaynor Llewellyn

Just close your eyes and you will see
All the memories that you have of me
Just sit and relax and you will find
I’m really still there inside your mind

Don’t cry for me now I’m gone
For I am in the land of song
There is no pain, there is no fear
So dry away that silent tear
Don’t think of me in the dark and cold
For here I am, no longer old
I’m in that place that’s filled with love
Known to you all, as “UP ABOVE”.
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Obituary

Mrs. Amie Johnson Jackson, a devoted wife, mother, grandmother, educator,
and servant of God, entered eternal rest on Thursday, March 13, 2025. She
was born on March 12, 1943, in Rimini, South Carolina, in Clarendon County,
as the eighth child of Lee Ben and Amie Strong Johnson.

From an early age, Amie’s faith was nurtured at Antioch A.AM.E. Church in
Rimini, where she grew up worshiping with her family. After moving to
Columbia, she became a faithful member of Dennis Chapel Baptist Church,
where she served diligently for many years. During her time at Dennis
Chapel, she was an active member of the DC Musical Choir and was
recognized for her outstanding service and dedication. In 2008, she joined
First Nazareth Baptist Church, where she continued her ministry through the
Senior Musical Choir and the Eulogistic Choir.

A bright and ambitious student, Amie graduated as Salutatorian from
Manchester High School in Pinewood, SC, in 1961, earning the title of “Most
Likely to Succeed.” She continued her academic journey at Allen University,
graduating in 1965 with a Bachelor of Arts degree in English and Social
Studies.

Amie began her professional career as an English teacher in the Lower
Marion County Public Schools, where she taught for 11 years before
transitioning to a long and fulfilling career at Benedict College. She joined
Benedict in 1976 as an Assistant for Personnel Services and, through hard
work and dedication, rose to the position of Payroll Officer in the Division of
Business and Finance. After 30 years of service, she retired in 2006, leaving
behind a legacy of excellence and commitment.

Beyond her career, Amie was deeply involved in community service and
professional organizations. She was an active member of the Greater
Columbia Alumni Chapter of Allen University and served as secretary of the
National Alumni Association. She was also a proud member of Alpha Kappa
Alpha Sorority, Inc., the American Businesswomen’s Association, and the
National Education Association.

Amie shared a beautiful life with her beloved husband, Ozie Jackson, ]Jr.,
until his passing in 2017. Together, they built a loving home and were blessed
with their daughter Chanda, who was the light of her life. Her greatest joy in
later years was being a grandmother to her two granddaughters, Mackenzie
(7) and Madison (2), whom she adored.

In addition to her husband Amie was preceded in death by her parents, her
brothers, Rufus Johnson, Str., Booker T. Johnson, Henry Lee Johnson, and
Dennis Johnson, and sister-in-law, Barbara Perkins Johnson.

She leaves to cherish her memory her loving daughter Chanda Booker
(Darrell); her granddaughters, Mackenzie and Madison; her brothers,
Wendell Johnson of San Diego, CA, and Isaiah Johnson (Theresa) of
Columbia, SC; her sister, Dorothy Johnson Hemingway (Jeremiah) of
Gresham, SC; a host of nieces, nephews, extended family, and friends.

Amie’s life was one of faith, family, service, and dedication. She will be
remembered for her kind heart, unwavering spirit, and the countless lives she
touched through her work and ministry.
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