
 
 

 

 

When I Must Leave 
By Helen Steiner Rice 

 
When I must leave you for a little 

while 
Please do not grieve and shed wild 

tears 
And hug your sorrow to you through 

the years. 
But start out bravely with a gallant 

smile; 
And for my sake and in my name 

Live on and do all things the same. 
Feed not your loneliness on empty 

days, 
But fill each waking hour in useful 

ways. 
Reach out your hand in comfort and 

in cheer, 
And I in turn will comfort you and 

hold you near. 
And never, never be afraid to die, 

For I am waiting for you in the sky! 
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                            ……..until we meet again! 
 
 
 
 

Acknowledgement 
 

We are never fully prepared to face life’s most difficult 
hours alone. During this time, the kind expressions of love 
and support from friends and loved ones have brought 
comfort to our hearts. Your prayers, visits, cards, flowers, 
and every thoughtful gesture have made our burden lighter 
and reminded us that the cross can also be a crown. 
 

With deepest gratitude, 
The Family of the late Al Washington 
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Obituary  
of 

Mr. Albert “AL” Washington  
 

Early Sunday Morning, August twenty-fourth, two thousand 
twenty-five, at Lexington Hospital, the Angel of Mercy called 
Al, the beloved husband, father, and grandfather, home to 
be with his Lord and Savior Jesus Christ at the age of 87. 
 
Albert Washington, affectionately known as “Al,” was born 
to the late Gladys Williams and Albert B. Washington. 
He was educated in the public schools of Barnwell, SC, and 
worked for many years as an owner-operator truck driver 
until his retirement. He was a faithful member of Grace 
Heritage Ministries in Columbia, SC. At an early age, he 
accepted Christ as his Lord and Savior. 
 
He was preceded in death by his beloved parents, Claude 
and Gladys Williams, his father Albert B. Washington, his 
daughter Ann Denise Washington, his brother 
Willie Washington, his sister Alberta Washington, and his 
grandson Timothy Sligh Jr. 
 
Those left to cherish his sweet memories include his 
devoted wife, Brenda; one son, Albert 
Laron Washington (Tamara); one daughter, Lavern Sligh; 
and grandchildren reared in the home, Krystal and 
Kwann Washington. He also leaves behind two bonus 
children, LaTia Easley and Dennis “Brent” Easley. 
 
He is survived by his loving siblings, B. Brenda Cave (Greg) 
Peggy Washington, Lessie Washington, Bobbie Jean 
Washington, Freddie Washington (Mazie), Clause Williams, 
Jr. (Odessa), Louise Lawrence, and Annie Mae Carr.  
 
He will be dearly remembered by his grandchildren: 
Antoniette Johnson, Meoshi Washington, Ebony Scott, 
Albert Laron Washington Jr., and Tiffany Sligh; along with a 
host of great-grandchildren, nieces, nephews, and other 
relatives and friends. 

 

 

 

Memories 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A Service of Remembrance 
 

 
Musical Prelude…….Grace Heritage Ministries Praise Singers  

Processional 

Viewing…………………..…………..…………………Funeral Directors 

Opening Hymn………………..“Holy”………..Mr. William Sweeper 

Old Testament……………….…………..Reverend LeEunice Lorick 
Psalm 23 

New Testament……………………Reverend Albert Eicherberger 
John 14:1-4 

Prayer…………………………………………Reverend Kirk Bellenson 

Musical Selection…………………………………………..“Total Praise” 
Mr. Kwann Washington, Ms. Erica Lorick, and Mr. Tony Nimmons 

   Remarks…….....……………………Ms. Katie Shealy, Family Friend 
Ms. Krystal Washington, Granddaughter 

Musical Selection  

Words of Comfort…………………...Reverend Stephen Singleton  

Recessional 

Postlude 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Committal, Benediction and 
Interment 

 
 

Woodlawn Cemetery 
10216 Farrow Road 

Blythewood, South Carolina  
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