I'm Free

Don’t grieve for me, for now I'm free
I'm following the path God has laid
you See.

[ took His hand when I heard His call
[ turned my back and left it all.

[ could not stay another day
To laugh, to love, to work, or play.
Tasks left undone must stay that way
[ found the peace at the close of the
day.

If my parting has left a void
Then fill it with remembered joys
A friendship shared, a laugh, a kiss
Oh yes, these things I too will miss.
Be not burdened with times of
SOrrow,

[ wish you the sunshine of tomorrow.
My life’s been full, I savored much,
Good friends, good times, a loved
one’s touch.

Perhaps my time seemed all too brief,
Don’t lengthen it now with undue
grief.

Lift up your heart, and peace to thee-
God wanted me now; He has set me
free.
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Obituary
of
1SG (Ret) Hayes Samuel

On behalf of the Samuel Family, we would like to thank you for honoring our
loved one, Mr. Hayes Samuel, with your attendance today.

Hayes Samuel was born on November 11, 1936, in Alcolu, South Carolina. He
was the second child of the late Henry and Amelia Milton Samuel. He
departed this life on Sunday, February 1, 2026. He and his family relocated
to Columbia, SC, in 1942. He graduated from C.A. Johnson High School in
1955. His post-high school studies included attending the University of
Maryland, where he earned a degree in business administration, and Allen
University in Columbia, SC, from 1956 to 1957. Hayes joined the U.S. Army in
January 1960 and retired in May 1983.

His post-military career was with the federal government as a GS-15 Budget
Analyst, and he retired from this position in May 1995. Hayes returned to his
home in Columbia, SC, in 1999 and reconnected with his church, where he
joined in 1941 and remained a member until his passing. He married Naomi
Griffin on June 23, 2001, and they shared a blended family. He was very
active at Emmanuel AME Church, serving as a Trustee, Sunday School
Teacher, and later as the Sunday School Superintendent. He was a Bible
scholar, a devoted choir member, and a passionate supporter of Vacation
Bible School. Hayes is a sports enthusiast; his favorite team is the Baltimore
Ravens. He enjoys studying the Word, reading and writing.

He was preceded in death by his parents, Henry and Amelia Samuel, and his
siblings, Milton, Henry, Bernard, Doris, and Hessie.

Mr. Hayes Samuel leaves to mourn his passing: his wife, Naomi Samuel.
Children: Patricia Price, Kevin McLean (Virginia), Sylvia Bey (Barry), Mark
Samuel (Cheryl), Bruce Samuel, Melodie Ivy (Craig), Tina Ellis (Steve), Dr.
Benita Esteen (Reginald), Craig Harris (Tonya). Siblings: William Samuel
(Loretta), Charles Samuel, Delores McCrea and Henrietta Samuel. 9
children, 29 Grands, 32 Great Grands, 4 Great, Great, GrandsAnd a host of
nieces, nephews, great-nieces, great-nephews, and many other loving
relatives and caring friends, all of whom will miss him dearly.

He gave great advice and truly loved the Lord. He was very present for his
children and grandchildren. He was compassionate, loving, caring, attentive,
and left a lasting impact on everyone who knew him.

Dad, we will miss you immensely. You were our “go-to” when life got tough,
our sanity in this crazy world, and our comfort when we needed clarity. You
were always someone we could rely on, always expressing your point clearly
without judgment, and consistently giving us good advice. You always
ensure we make decisions after thinking things through. Because of you, we
have the hearts of lions, the love of our family, and a great work ethic.

His favorite response to " How are you doing was, “I am Alive, Well, and
Grateful.”
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