
Obituary 
 

Paul L. Dunbar Sr. was born on Wednesday, February 15, 
1939, in the Bronx, New York. He was the only child of the 
late Earline and Arthur Dunbar. He entered Heaven’s gates 
on March 26, 2026.  He was preceded in death by his 
parents, his beloved wife, Elaine Dunbar, and his son Paul L. 
Dunbar, Jr.     
           
On February 20, 1960, Paul L. Dunbar married the love of 
his life, Elaine Grace Smith Dunbar. Their union produced 
two beautiful children, Paul L. Dunbar, Jr. (Larry), and a 
daughter, Lisa. 
 
Paul attended the New York City Public School system. Paul 
continued his education and earned his Bachelor of Arts in 
Theological Studies. He served in the United States Army 
from April 23,1957 to April 17, 1959.   
 
Paul was very active at New Jerusalem Baptist Church in 
Jamaica, New York, under the leadership of the late Rev. Dr. 
James C. Kelly, Sr., where he tirelessly served as Assistant 
Pastor. When he and Elaine relocated to Columbia, South 
Carolina, they joined Brookland Baptist Church.    
 
Paul was a loving, dedicated, and wonderful father. He 
adored his grandchildren, and for years, he and Elaine 
would care for them during their summer break from 
school.  
 
Paul leaves to rejoice and cherish his memory, his wife, of 
66 years; his daughter, Lisa Brown of Odenton, Maryland; 
his grandchildren, Ayonna Dunbar, Darius Dunbar, both of 
Tallahassee, Florida, Tabitha Hendley, of Virginia Beach, 
Virginia, and Ann McClellan, of Auburn Hills, Michigan; and 
five great-grandchildren. 
 
Our beloved father, granddaddy, great grandfather, uncle, 
and friend will be missed by all with whom he came in 
contact…his infectious golden heart will remain with us. 

Memories 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Order of Service 
Friday, April 10, 2026 – 12:00 Noon 

Brookland Baptist Church - Northeast 
1203 Summit Parkway, Columbia, South Carolina 
 

 

Prelude 
Processional 

   Opening Hymn…………………………“Oh, I Want to See Him” 

   Old Testament………………………….……Ms. Ayonna Dunbar 
Psalm 90:1-2 

New Testament……………………………Ms. Tabitha Hendley  
John 14:1-4 

   Prayer…………………………..Reverend Chris Leevy Johnson   

Selection…. ……………..“What A Friend We Have In Jesus” 

Remarks…………………………..……Deacon Thomas Daniels 
Ms. Annie Settles 

Ms. Annie Bradley Patrick 
Ms. Lisa Brown 

   Order of Resolution……….…………..Mr. Reginald Vaughter 

Selection…………………………………………“Center of My Joy” 

Words of Comfort…Reverend Dr. Charles B. Jackson, Sr. 

Recessional…………………………………“Let’s Stay Together” 
Recording by: Al Greene 

Postlude 

 
 
 

Committal, Benediction and Interment 
2:00 p.m.  

Fort Jackson National Cemetery 
4170 Percival Road 

Columbia, South Carolina  



 

 

 

God Saw You 
 Getting Tired 

God saw you were getting tired, 
And a cure was not to be; 

So He pu t His arms around you, 
And whispered, “Come to Me.” 

With tearful eyes we watched you 
suffer 

We saw you fade away; 
Although we love you dearly, 
We could not make you stay. 

A golden heart stopped beating; 
Working hands were put to rest. 

God broke our hearts to prove to us 
He only takes the best. 

 
Done In Profound Sorrow 

The Family 

 

 

Pallbearers 

Family and Friends  

 

Floral Bearers 

Family and Friends  
 

 

 

Acknowledgement 

To all of you who have reached out to us in love, 
comforting phone calls, text messages, floral tributes, 
prayers, or any other expression of support, we say… 
Thank You!  It is our prayer that you are richly blessed 
for the outpouring of love shared with us.  A special thank 
you to everyone who participated in this service.  We 
would like to also acknowledge the love and never-
ending support to all of our extended families.  Please 
continue to pray for us as we are praying for you. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


