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Reflections of the Life
of
Mrs. Tossie Ramona Williams Carr

RAE’S EARLY YEARS .. . s : The World Owes Me NOthil’lg

Tossie Ramona Williams Carr, lovingly called by her nickname, Rae, was born on January 23, 1956, and raised in Clinton, North Carolina. She was

the oldest child of her parents, Maggie and Raymond Williams, lifelong Clinton, NC, residents. Rae is predeceased by her father, Raymond T.

Williams. Rae was a bright child who attended segregated schools until her junior high school years. During her school years, she participated and

excelled in various activities. For most of her youth and until she left for college, Rac was a member of the Lisbon Street Missionary Baptist

Church in Clinton, where she played the piano for Sunday School, sang in the youth choir, and participated in and won several oratorical contests. :

Rae was a flag girl with her higF},l school mparching band, a cheerleader, agnd the first African AmeP;ican t(P; serve as editor of the Clinton High School I came with empty hands,
newspaper. After graduating from high school in 1974, Rae matriculated to college and attended North Carolina Central University (NCCU), a
historically Black college and university (HBCU) in Durham, NC. There, Rac was a member of the NCCU traveling choir, an outstanding actress
who performed in many stage plays with the NCCU Drama Department, and in 1978, she attained a Bachelor of Arts degree in criminal justice

palms open to the wind,

from NCCU. and the earth did not bow,
RAE’S MIDDLE YEARS... nor the sky bend low to greet me.
Rae landed in South Carolina when she sought and attained, in 1980, her master’s degree in criminal justice from the University of South Carolina
— Columbia (U of SC). Columbia is whete Rae laid down roots and where she would live the remainder of her life. While in Columbia, Rae The rivers kept their courses

b

obtained a job at United Way, married Mark Catr, the father of her two (2) boys, Darien and Braxton, and began her journey in the working wotld
of Columbia. Rae held several jobs before beginning her twenty-one (21) year career at the South Carolina Department of Vocational _— —

the rripuntains held their silence,

Rehabilitation (VR). During Rae’s time in Columbia, she formed her most meaningful bonds W1th peo ple who becas long fii h - A = .

also pledged the esteemed sisterhood, Delta Sigma Theta Sororlty, Incorporated, he Colun in 200 ’s 1 —— )

her boys was their well-being and making sure they had eve g they needed to and tl}e sun rose VVlthOUtmy name

and determined men. Also, while in Columbia, Rae join | was at e -

B. Jackson, St. was the senior pastor and is now  written in its fire.

A significant part of Rae’s ben : a— - -
Department o — I'learned to plant without promise,

J )

“ ~ to walk without a map,

—
-

- to drink from the rain

q ~ asifitwere a gift,

.

not a debt repaid.
The world owes me nothing—
and in that truth, I am free:
to love without ledger,

to give without grasping,
- peopl y have ever met becau e sl . W ginning O help
‘them ay she could, i.e., gi xpetience-k 0 a job, ot helping to advance their careers. Rae had a
deep and abiding love for her famlly, especially her mom and sister, Rose, as well as her extended family and friends. Rae glowed wherever she
went; she was smatt, straightforward, and very giving. She will forever have a loving place in the hearts of those who loved her. May Rae rest in When 1 2o
everlasting peace in the arms of the Lord! g

to leave without regret.

RAE’S Legacy Lives On: let no one say I was cheated—

Mrs. Tossie Ramona Williams Carr leaves to cherish her precious memory: her mother, Maggie Wood Williams, of Clinton, North Carolina;
children, Darien Nicholas Catr, of Atlanta, Georgia and Braxton Elliot Cart, of Chatleston, South Carolina; siblings, Billy Ray Thompson, of
Clinton, North Carolina and Etta Rosita “Rose” Williams Linen (Marion), of Ridgeway, South Carolina; god-niece, Alexis Ferrell, of West
Columbia, South Carolina; aunt, Devaria Vann, of Clinton, North Carolina; auntie-friend, Nadyne Gilbert, of Hope Mills, North Carolina; sistet- and every breath was bread enough.
friends, Javell Bynoe, Roslyn Ferrell, Latifah Harrison, Kim Jones, Bertha Noble, and Shitley Mills, all of Columbia, South Carolina, Eloise

Godwin, of Clinton, North Carolina, Iris Faison Moses, of Greensboro, North Carolina, Gizelle White Perry, of Orangeburg, South Carolina, and

Nettie Pernell, of Clinton, North Carolina; brother-friends, Ronald Cooley, of Irmo, South Carolina and Frankie Pernell, of Clinton, North

Carolina; special friend, Darnell Brunson, of Fayetteville, North Carolina; a host of cousins, nieces, nephews, grandnieces, and grandnephews, all

of who will miss her deatly

I was a guest at a vast table,
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