Mrs. Evelyn Stearns was born on May 1, 1941, in Barnwell, South Carolina, to the late
George Bryant and Elma Bryant. She was a devoted wife, loving mother, caring grandmother,
and faithful servant whose life was marked by unwavering dedication, quiet strength, and an
enduring commitment to her family.

Evelyn attended Booker T. Washington High School before pursuing a career in nursing. She
faithfully served as a nurse at South Carolina State Hospital, where she dedicated many years
to providing compassionate care before retiring.

Evelyn found great joy in cooking, opening her home to family and friends, and creating lasting
memories around the dinner table. Her home was a place of warmth, love, laughter, and
togetherness. She loved dressing beautifully and was especially known for her elegant church
hats. In November 1965, she married the love of her life, Benjamin Stearns Sr., affectionately
known as “Bunny Boy.” Together, they shared 60 years of marriage, building a legacy founded
on love, unwavering commitment, faith, and family.

From this blessed union, they were blessed with five children: Benjamin (Monica) Stearns Jr.
of Columbia, South Carolina; Nettie (John) White of Ontario, California; Stanley (Paula)
Stearns of Keysville, Georgia; and Tyrone Stearns and Lamar Stearns, both of Columbia,
South Carolina.

Their family continued to grow as they welcomed thirteen beloved grandchildren. Four of her
grandchildren—Alex, Erica, Ariel, and Patrick—were raised with additional love, care, and
guidance by Evelyn and “Bunny Boy.” Their family has also been blessed with seventeen
great-grandchildren and one great-great-grandchild, ensuring that the Stearns family legacy
will continue for generations to come.

A woman of unwavering faith, Evelyn was a devoted member of Big Zion Baptist Church on
Washington Street in Columbia, South Carolina, where she faithfully worshiped and served
for many years until declining health no longer allowed her to attend regularly.

In addition to her loving children and descendants, Evelyn leaves to cherish her memory her
beloved siblings: Betty Verne of Columbia, South Carolina; Cassandra Bryant-Jackson of
Charlotte, North Carolina; Jean Bryant of Los Angeles, California; and Charles Bryant of
Columbia, South Carolina. She also leaves to cherish her memory her beloved sisters-in-law
and brothers-in-law: Alice Bratton; Barbara Ann and Alonza Hayes; and Jessie Stearns, all of
Columbia, South Carolina, along with a host of cherished nieces, nephews, extended family
members, and dear friends.

She was preceded in death by her beloved husband, Benjamin Stearns Sr.; her parents, George
Bryant and Elma Bryant; and her siblings: George Bryant Jr., John “JB” Bryant, David Lee
Bryant, Gloria Ann Bryant, Carolyn Bryant Owens, and Calvin Dale Bryant.

On July 9, 2026, after courageously battling health challenges, Evelyn peacefully departed this
life in the home she loved so dearly. Though her earthly journey has ended, her life remains a
beautiful testimony of God’s grace, enduring strength, and unfailing love. Her legacy will live
on through the family she cherished, the lives she touched, and the faith she faithfully
exemplified.
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The family of Mrs. Evelyn Stearns would like to thank
each of you for your prayers and support shown to us during

t/Je passing of our loved one. It is our prayer that the Lord blesses

each of you in a very special way.
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